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OAPEN Library – hosting, distributing, 
and preserving 26,000+ peer-reviewed 
OA books from 400+ publishers

Directory of Open Access Books –
global indexing service of over 64,000  
peer-reviewed OA books from more 
than 650 publishers 

OAPEN OA Books Toolkit – public 
information resource for authors  

Mission

▪ increase discoverability of 
OA books

▪ promote and build trust in 
OA book publishing

OAPEN is a non-profit and independent foundation based in the Netherlands – https://oapen.org



OAPEN Library
Launched in 2010

400+ publishers

26,000+ peer-reviewed open access books (full text)

Hosting, distribution, and preservation

Open Source – DSpace 6.0

▪ 75% humanities and social sciences
▪ Interdiscipliary collection
▪ Open API
▪ Text and Data Mining

https://oapen.org
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Directory of Open Access Books (DOAB)
Launched in 2013

Global index of peer-reviewed open access books

64,000+ OA books indexed

650+ OA book publishers

All metadata is freely available (CC0)

Open Source – DSpace 6.0

▪ Easy integration with library catalogues
▪ Includes books from JSTOR, MUSE, OAPEN, SciELO etc.
▪ Global outreach
▪ Open API
▪ Library of Congress

https://doabooks.org0
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U.S. Library Support is handled by 
LYRASIS - more information

Contact: sharla.lair@lyrasis.org

https://www.lyrasis.org/content/Pages/product-details.aspx?pid=799FFCDA-7D91-EB11-80EF-00155D0A2721
mailto:sharla.lair@lyrasis.org


CDL & DOAB - OAPEN

• All CDL campuses support DOAB-OAPEN via its 
SCOSS campaign

• 73 library members when CDL joined. Critical time. 
Only 1 other U.S. supporter (BTAA)

• Investing in our open scholarly infrastructures for 
OA books

• DOAB – Number of books – 42,000

• DOAB – Number of publishers – 500

• OAPEN – Number of OA books – 16,000

• OAPEN – Number of publishers – 350

• SCOSS campaign completed -> Developing 
services & increasing discoverability and trust 
for OA books with the library community

• 210 library members worldwide. Welcomed 15 
additional U.S. libraries since.

MIT, NYPL, Columbia, Arizona

Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine

Elizabeth City State University

• DOAB – Number of books – 64,500

• DOAB – Number of publishers – 640

• OAPEN – Number of OA books – 26,000

• OAPEN – Number of publishers – 420

June 2021 Today



Membership 
benefits

• Waiving fees for publishing entities (e.g. University 
Press) affiliated with the contributing institution. 

• Usage reports. COUNTER-conformant usage reports 
including institutional (IP-based) and geolocation 
(regional) usage, automatically updated monthly. 

• Community involvement. Contributors are invited 
to give input to the continued development of the 
OAPEN and DOAB services on a yearly basis and 
through library working group participation. 

• Acknowledgment of contributors on the OAPEN and 
DOAB websites & through our twitter accounts.



Community 
services

• DOAB Trusted Platform network

• DOAB Peer Review Information Service for 
Monographs (PRISM)

• OAPEN OA Books Toolkit

• OA Books Network (OABN)

• Project development

• Book Analytics Dashboard project

• OPERAS-PLUS (SSH research infrastructure)

• PALOMERA (policies for OA monographs)

• SCELC Pilot

• MEMO project



H
o

st
in

g 
In

d
ex

in
g



Peer Review Information Service for 
Monographs (PRISM)

Increasing trust in OA book publishing by

• providing publishers with the opportunity of 
displaying information about their peer review
procedures

• supporting transparency around the quality
assurance process of academic book publishing

• Part of the OPERAS Service Catalogue

• Info: https://doabooks.org/en/librarians/prism

https://www.operas-eu.org/services/prism/
https://www.doabooks.org/en/librarians/prism


OA Books Toolkit
https://oabooks-toolkit.org

https://oabooks-toolkit.org/
https://oabooks-toolkit.org/


Open Access Books Network

● https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org

https://openaccessbooksnetwork.hcommons.org/




Objective: To drive the transition towards more open access to academic books 
through policy development

Project activities

❑ Data collection (qualitative and quantitative data) → creation of a
knowledge base→ OA books toolkit

❑ Analysis and actionable recommendations→ OA books toolkit

❑ Inclusion of and engagement with stakeholders to qualify and validate
project findings (data, analyses, recommendations)→ OABN

❑ Establish a Funder Forum

PALOMERA – Policy Alignment of Open access
Monographs in the European Research Area

Funded by the European Union. Grant Agreement number: 101094270. Views and opinions expressed are however 
those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Research 
Executive Agency. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.



How can we 
engage 
around OA 
books?

Participation in DOAB & OAPEN: Providing input, feedback and 

exchanging ideas – open to all library staff

● Library Working Group 1: Metadata

● Annual Meeting for Supporting Libraries

● Library Member Mailing List – sharing key developments for our 

libraries

OAPEN OA Books Toolkit
● Include locally on website, lib-guides & resources

● Propose new topics, content or additions

Projects & service development
● Book Analytics Dashboard project

● Metadata Export Module for Open Access Books (stemming from library 
input)

OA Books Network (OABN)
● Participation in the OABN Special Interest Group - connecting with the 

wider OA books community including other stakeholders on topics such 
as advocacy, creating helpful resources and more

Open to further ideas & suggestions

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfM9tDH10Fq6swtdVArU0JSguYAAlob9HVshP4e02jS-06nYA/viewform


Contact info

Niels Stern, director, stern@oapen.org

Tom Mosterd, community manager, 
t.mosterd@oapen.org

https://doabooks.org | https://oapen.org

@DOABooks | @OAPENbooks

mailto:stern@oapen.org
mailto:t.mosterd@oapen.org
https://doabooks.org/
https://oapen.org/
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